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BOOK i^OTICES. 

Chester {andits vicinity), Delaware County, in Pennsylvania, ivith Genea- 
logical Sketches of some old Families. By John Hill Martin, Esq. 
8ro. pp. 330. For the Author, 217 S. 3d St. Philadelphia, 1877. 
The lover of local history will find in this volume a store of curious infor- 
mation presented in a readable and pleasant form. The number of authori- 
ties quoted, the references to unpublished manuscripts, and the traditions col- 
lected are evidences of the years through which the work of its production 
has extended. It has indeed been a labor of love, and every page testifies 
to the truth of the words used by the writer in closing his volume, that " thus 
ends one of the most agreeable occupations of his life." In preparing his 
history Mr. Martin has spared no toil : newspaper files have been examined, 
documents and records inspected, muster-rolls copied, and inscriptions from 
tombstones transcribed ; the histories of upwards of one hundred families are 
given, and the volume is rich with reminiscences of the past; and after read- 
ing it one almost feels that he has seen the old Swedish settlement of Up- 
land grow into the present flourishing town of Chester. One of the most 
pleasing passages in Mr. Martin's book is the description of the old inn long 
known by the name of " Thurlow's." It was our intention to give an ex- 
tended extract from this chapter, but as our space is limited we shall be 
obliged to postpone doing so until the next number. 

Mr. Martin's volume is well printed, and must prove a valuable addition 
to the historical literature of the State. 

A History of the United States of America, including some important 

facts omitted in the smaller histories, designed for general reading and 

for Academies. By Josiah W. Leeds. 12mo. pp. 468. Philadelphia : 

J. B. Lippincott & Co., 1877. 

This volume, written by a Friend, contains a concise and excellent account 
of the settlement, growth, and government of the United States. 

Impressed with the undue prominence given in the text-books of our 
schools to the wars in which the country has been engaged, and to a corre- 
sponding neglect in them " of matters relative to the Indians (save that they 
were barbarous savages), the slaves, and other items of interest bearing upon 
our country's welfare," it has been the aim of the author of this book to supply 
the missing links, and to point out the " moral loss occasioned by a state of 
warfare, together with its exceeding expensiveness * * * * and to promote 
a knowledge of those things in the past and present history of our country 
which tend to its peace, prosperity, and true renown." 

Mr. Leeds, in the title of his book, modestly claims to furnish some infor- 
mation " omitted in the smaller histories," but on a number of obscure points 
it will be found superior to many works of greater pretension. 

This book is a valuable epitome of the history of our country, and will be 
found a useful handbook in any library. 

The Washington-Crawford Letters, being the correspondence between 
George Washington and William Crawford, from, 1767 to 1781, con- 
cerning western lands. With an appendix, etc. etc. By 0. W. Butter- 
field. 8vo. pp. 107. Cincinnati : Robert Clarke & Co., 1877. 
This correspondence, covering a period of nearly fourteen years, is a contri- 
bution to the history of the settlement of the southwestern portion of our 
State, and to that of Lord Dunmore's war. 

Prom it we can also gather facts regarding the business character of 
Washington, and learn the importance he attached to investments in 
western lands. The volume also contains a biographical sketch of Colonel 
William Crawford, whose awful death by torture in 1782 near Sandusky 
Washington deeply felt, sadly closing, as it did, an intercourse in which each 
party concerned had learned to know the other's worth. 



